January 18, 2006

LINTON POLICE DEPARTMENT

e Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, today I
wish to pay tribute to the Linton Po-
lice Department and their Chief of Po-
lice, Keith McDonald. I also want to
take a moment to recognize Linton’s
Drug Task Force Officer Joshua Good-
man.

Under the leadership of Chief McDon-
ald, the Linton Police Department has
increased its drug arrests by nearly 500
percent over the past 5 years. Most re-
cently, the department executed a drug
bust that resulted in the seizure of ap-
proximately $250,000 worth of meth-
amphetamine—one of the largest drug
busts in the western part of the State.

Methamphetamine is currently one
of the fastest-growing drug threats in
the Nation, and the problem is particu-
larly acute in the Midwest and Indiana.
In Indiana, the number of meth labs
has increased 750 percent over the last
5 years and the meth industry costs the
State at least $100 million a year.

Indiana’s epidemic of meth use de-
stroys families, places undue burdens
on taxpayers, and exhausts child serv-
ice resources. Hoosier families depend
on local law enforcement officers to
protect their children and keep their
communities strong. In the face of the
growing meth epidemic and despite an
increasing number of homeland secu-
rity responsibilities, the Linton Police
Department and other police depart-
ments across the State have risen to
the challenge. With the help of tougher
State meth laws, these local police
forces have succeeded in reducing the
number of meth labs across Indiana.

But they need more support from the
Federal Government. Local police
forces, like Linton’s, are already
stretched thin as they respond to a
growing number of homeland security
challenges. Nothing short of a national
commitment with tough, innovative
laws will stop the spread of this ter-
rible drug that is threatening our com-
munities. For this reason, I coponsored
the Combat Meth Act in 2004 to provide
a nationwide approach that gives po-
lice officers the tools they need to fend
off the creation of new meth labs and
helps families rebuild their lives. I am
hopeful that this legislation will help
Linton and other towns continue to
succeed in their fight against the meth
scourge.

I wanted to take the time to recog-
nize the Linton Police Department
today, because as our Nation faces in-
creasingly uncertain times, including
the escalation of the meth epidemic, it
is our first responders who are our pri-
mary line of defense. In all areas, but
especially the fight against meth,
Linton’s Police Department has gone
well beyond the call of duty.

On behalf of the State of Indiana, I
thank the Linton Police Department
for helping keep Greene County’s
streets safe and its community strong
and meth-free. It is my honor to enter
this tribute in the official record of the
United States Senate in recognition of
the Linton Police Department’s ex-
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traordinary commitment to the citi-
zens of Greene County.e

TOURETTE SYNDROME OUTREACH
AND RESEARCH

e Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I applaud
Congress for including $1.8 million for
Tourette Syndrome research in H.R.
3010, the Departments of Labor, Health
and Human Services, and Education,
and Related Agencies Appropriations
Act of 2006.

Tourette Syndrome is an inherited
neurobiological disorder that manifests
itself in rapid, repeated, and involun-
tary movements and sounds. The dis-
order affects approximately 200,000
adults and children across America.
While there is no cure for Tourette
Syndrome, some individuals benefit
from education and other clinical
treatment.

To further develop educational out-
reach and research programs, Congress
established the Tourette Syndrome
Education and Research Program with-
in the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention in 2000. Today, this pro-
gram provides education about
Tourette Syndrome for the public, phy-
sicians, allied healthcare workers and
teachers. Additionally, the program’s
intensive training initiatives aim to
increase recognition and diagnosis of
Tourette Syndrome and to decrease the
associated stigma.

Over the past 2 years, the Tourette
Syndrome Association, the only na-
tional nonprofit membership organiza-
tion dedicated to finding the cause,
finding a cure, and controlling the ef-
fects of Tourette Syndrome, has acted
in partnership with the CDC to expand
educational outreach. In its first year
working with the CDC, the Tourette
Syndrome Association offered 25 expert
medical education programs, as well as
five major education allied professional
programs. In 2006, the association plans
to expand upon these efforts and to
offer training for neurologists in both
English and Spanish.

Mr. President, I encourage the CDC
to continue its partnership with the
Tourette Syndrome Association as the
agency plans its research and edu-
cation strategy for fiscal year 2006. By
building and expanding on past collabo-
rative efforts, the CDC and the
Tourette Syndrome Association can
bring hope to families affected by the
disorder.e

COMMEMORATING DR. MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR. DAY

e Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, Dr. King
was a light for America. At times, he
was a searching, probing light in the
dark, seeking to find the truth and ex-
pose it to all humanity. He spoke
plainly and eloquently of the great in-
justices that were occurring during his
time. He focused his spotlight on places
like Selma, Atlanta, Birmingham, and
Little Rock, places that were in such
need of healing at that time. And he

S9

was often a stark, blinding light for
many in this country who were unwill-
ing to come to terms with the great
evil represented in segregation, dis-
crimination, and humiliation, all of
which were fueled by hatred and igno-
rance.

For so many people of his generation,
Dr. King was the first light of the
morning, awakening them from their
naive slumber to confront great moral
questions. He and all the champions of
the civil rights movement are respon-
sible for forcing America to look in-
ward and recognize the sickness that
plagued our Nation’s soul. Supreme
Court Justice Louis Brandeis once said
that ‘‘sunlight is the best disinfect-
ant.” Dr. King fully recognized the
meaning of these words as he exposed
our culture’s illness to the light of day,
eventually helping America begin to
heal.

He was also a guiding light, navi-
gating the civil rights movement
through largely uncharted waters, and
helping a great many minority Ameri-
cans come to the realization that they
were all in the same boat. They were
no longer alone in their struggle
against oppression. Indeed, there were
many at the time who cautioned
against ‘‘rocking the boat’” too much.
But King’s leadership proved to a
weary and discouraged people that
there was a great Promised Land at the
end of their journey. The path he illu-
minated required the strongest of wills,
and for that guiding light, we are all
thankful.

Since Dr. King’s time, the American
people have made great strides toward
racial equality and the elimination of
poverty, yet there still remains much
to be accomplished. And in the spirit of
Dr. King’s life, our Nation must con-
tinue to turn the light inward and ex-
pose injustice. Dr. King’s purpose in
life did not end in his death, nor did it
end in the court cases and legislation
that have further expanded freedom
and opportunity in America since that
time. Dr. Martin Luther King’s legacy
is an undying light that serves as a
constant reminder of the noblest cause
to protect and promote liberty that our
Nation began with its founding. His un-
dying light also calls on us never to
forget our humanity. Even a country
founded on the highest moral prin-
ciples can retreat into oppression and
injustice in periods of darkness. For
helping lead us out of the darkness, we
honor Dr. King on this day, and we
pledge to always remember the strug-
gle that marches on.e

————
REFOCUSING ON GUN SAFETY

e Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, nearly
100,000 children and teenagers have
been Kkilled by firearms since 1979. This
figure underscores the inadequacy of
Congress’ efforts to address the issue of
gun violence over this period and the
continuing need for common sense gun
safety legislation.

An analysis of firearm violence data
by the Children’s Defense Fund found
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